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(1) Constructed of steel and insulated
to ‘‘A–60’’ Class; or

(2) Constructed of steel, fitted with
an automatic fire damper at each
boundary where it enters and leaves
the Category A machinery space, and
insulated to ‘‘A–60’’ Class for a distance
of 5 meters (16.4 feet) beyond each ma-
chinery space boundary.

(b) Each duct for ventilation of ac-
commodation, service, and control
spaces that passes through Category A
machinery spaces must be constructed
of steel and be fitted with an auto-
matic fire damper at each Category A
machinery space boundary.

Subpart 32.57—Structural Fire Pro-
tection for Tank Vessels Con-
tracted for On or After Janu-
ary 1, 1963

§ 32.57–1 Application—TB/ALL.
(a) The provisions of this subpart

shall apply to all tank vessels con-
tracted for on or after January 1, 1963.

(b) SOLAS-certificated vessels may
be considered equivalent to the provi-
sions of this subpart.

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16671, Dec. 30, 1965, as
amended by CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51198, Sept. 30,
1997]

§ 32.57–5 Definitions—TB/ALL.
(a) Standard fire test. A ‘‘standard fire

test’’ is one which develops in the test
furnace a series of time temperature
relationships as follows:

5 minutes—1,000° F.
10 minutes—1,300° F.
30 minutes—1,550° F.
60 minutes—1,700° F.

(b) ‘‘A’’ Class divisions. ‘‘A’’ Class di-
visions such as bulkheads and decks,
means divisions that are composed of
steel or an equivalent metal, suitably
stiffened, and made intact with the
main structure of the vessel, including
the shell, structural bulkheads, or
decks. They are constructed so that, if
subjected to the standard fire test,
they are capable of preventing the pas-
sage of flame and smoke for one hour.
In addition, they are insulated with ap-
proved structural insulation, bulkhead
panels, or deck coverings so that the
average temperature on the unexposed
side does not rise more than 139° C (250°
F) above the original temperature, nor

does the temperature at any one point,
including any joint, rise more than 181°
C (325° F) above the original tempera-
ture, within the time listed below:
Class A–60 ........................................ 60 minutes
Class A–30 ........................................ 30 minutes
Class A–15 ........................................ 15 minutes
Class A–0 .......................................... 0 minutes with no in-

sulation requirement

(c) ‘‘B’’ Class bulkheads. Bulkheads of
the ‘‘B’’ Class shall be constructed with
approved incombustible materials and
made intact from deck to deck and to
shell or other boundaries. They shall be
so constructed that, if subjected to the
standard fire test, they would be capa-
ble of preventing the passage of flame
for one-half hour.

(d) ‘‘C’’ Class divisions. Bulkheads or
decks of the ‘‘C’’ Class shall be con-
structed of approved incombustible
materials, but need meet no require-
ments relative to the passage of flame.

(e) Steel. Where the term ‘‘steel or
other equivalent metal’’ is used in this
subpart, it is intended to require a ma-
terial which, by itself or due to insula-
tion provided, has structural and integ-
rity qualities equivalent to steel at the
end of the applicable fire exposure.

(f) Approved material. Where in this
subpart approved materials are re-
quired, they refer to materials ap-
proved under the applicable subparts of
subchapter Q (Specifications) of this
chapter, as follows:
Deck Coverings ................................. 164.006
Structural Insulations ......................... 164.007
Bulkhead Panels ............................... 164.008
Incombustible Materials .................... 164.009
Interior Finishes ................................. 164.012

(g) Stairtower. A stairtower is a stair-
way which penetrates more than a sin-
gle deck within the same enclosure.

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16671, Dec. 30, 1965, as
amended by CGFR 67–90, 33 FR 1015, Jan. 26,
1968; CGD 74–127, 41 FR 3845, Jan. 26, 1976;
CGD 75–032, 41 FR 17910, Apr. 29, 1976]

§ 32.57–10 Construction—TB/ALL.
(a) The hull, superstructure, struc-

tural bulkheads, decks, and deckhouses
shall be constructed of steel. Alter-
nately, the Commandant may permit
the use of other suitable material in
special cases, having in mind the risk
of fire.

(b) Bulkheads of galleys, paint and
lamp lockers, and emergency generator
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